One attempt at explaining why some language families are big (while others are small) is the hypothesis that the families that are now large became large because their ancestors had a technological advantage, most often farming 1 (Renfrew 1997). While it has been pointed by Wichmann (2005) , it is not clear that we need an explanation of this kind at all, since simple language-split models may also produce language family sizes observed. However, as we shall show, the large families are not a random selection, as one would expect from a simple language split model.
